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sion death. Many instances of his resolution may be men-
tioned. One day, at Mr Beauclerk's house in the country,
when two large dogs were fighting, he went up to them, and
beat them till they separated; and at another time, when told
of the danger there was that a gun might burst if charged
with many balls, he put in six or seven, and fired it off against
a wall. Mr Langton told me, that when they were swimming
together near Oxford, he cautioned Dr Johnson against a
pool, which was reckoned particularly dangerous; upon
which Johnson directly swam into it. He told me himself
that one night he was attacked in the street by four men, to
whom he would not yield, but kept them all at bay, till the
watch came up, and carried both him and them to the round-
house. In the playhouse at Lichfield, as Mr Garrick informed
me, Johnson having for a moment quitted a chair which was
placed for him between the side-scenes, a gentleman took
possession of it, and when Johnson on his return civilly de-
manded his seat, rudely refused to give it up; upon which
Johnson laid hold of it, and tossed him and the chair into the
pit. Foote, who so successfully revived the old comedy, by
exhibiting living characters, had resolved to imitate Johnson
on the stage, expecting great profits from his ridicule of so
celebrated a man. Johnson being informed of his intention,
and being at dinner at Mr Thomas Davies's the bookseller^
from whom I had the story, he asked Mr Davies 'what was
the common price of an oak stick;' and being answered six-
pence, 'Why then, Sir, (said he,) give me leave to send your
servant to purchase me a shilling one. I'll have a double
quantity; for I am told Foote means to take me offy as he
calls it, and I am determined the fellow shall not do it with
impunity.' Davies took care to acquaint Foote of this, which
effectually checked the wantonness of the mimicL

On Tuesday, March 21 [1775], I arrived in London; and on
repairing to Dr Johnson's before dinner, found him in his
study, sitting with Mr Peter Garrick, the elder brother of
David, strongly resembling him in countenance and voice,
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